Vo..I,No.1 ~~ FRIDAY, OctoseR 16,1998 ~~~ LEXINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS _ I, No. 1 


Planned school 
renovations come 
to vote Nov. 9th 


KATE VOGEL 
News Editor 


On November 9th, the fate of 
Lexington's planned expansion will 
be debated in a Special Town Meeting. 
At issue is $53.9 million for planned 
expansion of Lexington's schools. 

The planned expansion includes 
moving the entrance of the high school 
to Worthen road, redesigning the park- 
ing area, and constructing several new 
areas. The high school expansion is 
expected to cost $29.3 out of the total 
sum. 

The new plan differs in some ways 
from the proposed expansion and ren- 
ovation project that was defeated last 
December. The new improvements 
cost $14.3 million dollars less than 
what was planned last year. 

Plans for the high school have been 
scaled back and altered to help defray 
the costs. The new plan calls for one, 
instead of two, entrances at Worthen 
road. The plan keeps the science lec- 
ture hall and several undersized class- 
rooms. School offices would remain in 
their current locations. The land- 
scaping space would be reduced. And 
the parking lot would be resurfaced 
rather than restructured. 

The renovations’ proponents hope 
that the steps that have been taken to 
cut back on spending will satisfy most 
of the opposition. Response at the 
Special Town Meeting on the 9th will 
determine whether the new expan- 
sion plans will go to a town-wide vote. 
After accounting for a 59% state reim- 
bursement, the plan would cost 
Lexington taxpayers around $22 mil- 
lion. 
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Dr. Karla Baehr takes over for Dr. 
Jeffrey Young as Superintendent 


LI-ANN LIM 
Staff Writer 


Towards the end of the last school year, 
Dr. Jeffrey Young chose to leave his position 
as Lexington Public School's Superintendent 
to take the same post in Newton. In his stead 


New regulations impose tough 
standards on young drivers. 


KATE VOGEL 
News Editor 


On November 4, 1998, a slew of new 
driving regulations will take that could 
have a profound impact on many LHS stu- 
dents. The new laws restrict the ability of 
new drivers to chauffeur other teenagers 
around, impose tougher standards for receiv- 
ing a license, and increase the penalties 
for speeding and drunk driving for teenagers 
under the age of eighteen. While some of 
the laws will only impact students under eight- 
een who haven't yet earned their license, 
other provisions will take affect retroac- 
tively. In a notice to driver schools and 
their instructors, Massachusetts Registrar 
Richard D. Lyons explained that changes are 
being implemented to save lives. A dis- 
proportionate number of major accidents 
are caused by young drivers. Most of those 
accidents are blamed on inexperience. 

One of the most significant changes 
stipulates that a licensee under eighteen years 
of age cannot drive with others under eight- 
een during the first six months of having 
the license unless someone over twenty-one 
who has had his or her license for more than 
a year is present. Exceptions are made for 
members of the driver's immediate family. 
The passenger restriction applies to all driv- 
ers under eighteen who obtained their 
license after May 4, 1998. After the law takes 
affect, those drivers will have to abide by 
the law until they have either turned eight- 
een or had their license for six months. 
This provision has been one of the most upset- 
ting to many LHS students interviewed 
about the new restrictions. 

Lyons writes that the purpose of the 
law is to "provide the newly licensed young 


New superintendent for Lexington 


this year, Dr. Karla Brooks Baehr has been 
hired. 

Dr. Baehr has experience as both a 
teacher and an administrator. During her 
career in education, Dr. Baehr has taught 
on the junior high school level, as well as 
on the college level. In a recent interview, 
she said she was attracted to the post of 
Lexington's superintendent because of 
Lexington's reputation, focus, and goals in 
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Jeff Leonard conducts the LHS Wind Symphony. Page 3 


driver an opportunity to develop good 
judgement behind the wheel while being 
free of the possible distractions caused by 
having friends his or her age present in 
the car." 

Another change affecting everyone with 
a Junior Operator's license moves up the driv- 
ing curfew to 12:00 midnight. The curfew 
will be in affect until 5:00 AM. This is an 
increase of an hour on each end. Curfew can 
only be violated if the driver is accompa- 
nied by his parent or legal guardian. However, 
for the first and last hour of the curfew 
violation of curfew will only be a second- 
ary offense. A teenager must be pulled 
over for some other violation to be penal- 
ized for breaking curfew. 


STE A Ee PET CE a eS 
"I'm not sure when it starts, 


but if it has already started 
then I've already broken 
the law." 


-Senior R’el Johnston 
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Teenage speeders also face new penalties. 
A new 180 day suspension of driving priv- 
ileges for a second speeding offense has 
been added. The penalty for a third or 
subsequent offense will be a one year sus- 
pension. 

After the law takes affect, a teen driver 
under age 18 who refuses or fails a breath- 
alyzer test will be subject to an additional 
180 day suspension over the current 90 
day suspension for failing the test and 180 
day suspension for refusing to take it. 

Other provisions make it harder to 
obtain a driver's license. These changes 
will only impact teens who are under eight- 
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education. She also cited the opportunity 
to help Lexington Public Schools and the 
opportunity to take on a personal "challenge" 
as motivating factors. 

As interim superintendent for the 1998- 
1999 school year, Dr. Baehr is faced with a 
number of goals as presented by the school 
committee. The goals fall under two cate- 
gories. The first category is compiled of build- 
ing projects, including plans to renovate the 
High School, Clarke Middle School, and 
Diamond Middle School. 

Dr. Baehr says the second category of goals 
are to "maintain momentum" in objectives 
designed to improve teaching and learning. 
The first of these objectives is to eliminate 
racism in the schools. The second is to review 
the schools" curriculum. The third is to 
enhance education in technology. Although 
there has been recent discussion about pos- 
sible cuts in funding due to the increasingly 
tight budget, Dr. Baehr believes that Lexington 
has made a strong commitment for tech- 
nology, and therefore technology is no 
more threatened by budget cuts than any 
other program. These objectives are in 
part a result of recent state legislation, 
which was also responsible for the MCAS- 
standardized state-wide testing designed 
to make education more uniform in the state. 

When asked about possible changes due 
to the tightening school budget, Dr. Baehr 
replied that the closing of the projected 
gap between revenue and spending would 
probably be debated in great detail as the 
school year wears on. 


State places new restrictions on young drivers 


een and have not earned their license by 
November 4. Those teens will have to take 
drivers education to get a license prior to 
age eighteen. Currently drivers education 
is optional for those over 17. In addition 
to the driving time required by drivers ed., 
new drivers will have to have an extra 
twelve hours of driving time certified by their 
parents or an adult over 21. 

All new drivers under 18 will be required 
to have their learner's permit a full six 
months without any traffic violations or at- 
fault crashes before receiving their license. 

Reaction to the changes has been mixed. 
Many teens are still unaware of what the new 
laws are and what impact they will have. 

"I haven't heard of a new license law," 
a puzzled Lien DeBrouckere told an inter- 
viewer when asked for her opinion on the 
recent changes. 

Many students have heard misinfor- 
mation about the changes. Confusion sur- 
rounds who the law will impact, when it goes 
into effect, and even whether or not the law 
passed. 

"I'm not sure when it starts, but if it has 
already started then I've already broken 
the law," commented senior R'el Johnston. 

Still other students complained that the 
changes would restrict their freedom or 
disrupt carpool schedules already set up. "I 
go to crew," explained DeBrouckere. "The 
point is we carpool. Otherwise we'd have 
to go in four cars all the way into Boston. 
Can we Say ‘waste of gas'?" 

"It's an abomination and another attempt 
of big brother to limit the rights of the 
individual!" fumed an agitated Jason Massello. 

At the same time, some students saw some 
value in the new laws. "It's good in some 
ways because it will give kids experience before 
taking on the responsibility of driving oth- 
er kids," senior Lakshmi Gowda pointed 
out. 
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fe CATUTE: Renovation oF LEXINGTON SCHOOLS 


Ira Bernstein, chairman 
of the Lexington 
Coalition, talks about 
the school renovations 
proposal. 


BHARAT RAMAMURTI 
Editorials Editor 


he issue of school renova- 
i tions has become a hot top- 
ic in Lexington. The 53.9 
million dollar proposal was recent- 
ly passed by the School Committee 
and will be addressed by the Town 
Selectmen. Since most LHS stu- 
dents’ know relatively little about 
what exactly these renovations 
are, and what the effect on the 
community will be, The Forum 
decided to get the inside scoop. 
Forum interviewed Ira Bernstein, 
who is the chairman of the 
Lexington Coalition. This organ- 
ization was founded by State 
Representative Jay Kaufman and 
Peter Diamond in 1992 in order 
to find long-term solutions to 
Lexington’s problems. Currently, 
the focus of the Coalition is on the 
renovations proposal. The 
Coalition is a staunch supporter 
of the current proposal, which 
involves a variety of changes to 
the school buildings. 
The proposal addresses two 
major issues: the overcrowding 


KATE VOGEL 
News Editor 


he speech and debate 
i team at Lexington High 
School is looking forward 
to a very successful year. This 
year the team includes seventy- 
five students and spans four 
classes. There are two Novice 
Policy classes, one Varsity Policy 
class, and one Competitive 
Speaking class. Also this year, 
social studies teacher Lisa Hansel 
has taken charge of the 
Competitive Speaking course. 
Several students in the 
Competitive Speaking course 
have been researching and dis- 
cussing the September-October 
LD resolution, that an individ- 
ual ought to value the sanctity 
of life above the quality of life. 
Although interpretation of the 
resolution is fair game within a 
debate round itself, many 
Lexington LDers agree that the 
topic deals with whether or not 
an individual ought to be enti- 


of the high school in the near 
future and the poor condition of 
the school buildings themselves. 
To deal with the former, there 
will be a substantial increase in the 
amount of classrooms as well as 
anew Worthen Street entrance that 
will assuage morning traffic flow 
problems. The latter problem 
will be addressed by a number of 
structural changes to the school 
buildings. 

The question that most 
Lexington residents are asking is 
why such a seemingly exorbitant 
amount of money must be spent 
on school structural changes, 
when that money could be spent 
on more computers or more books. 
After all, the school looks to be in 
good condition, right? Wrong, says 
Bernstein. 

“People say ‘its not buildings 
that teach children, its teachers that 
teach children.’ Well, we recent- 
ly did a mailing to find out citi- 
zens’ opinions on the renova- 
tions issue, and I received a letter 
from a teacher in Lexington. She 
said that she has had to hold an 
umbrella up while she is teaching 
class because the roof was leaking. 
Will that affect her ability to teach 
the class? I think so.” 

He went on to recount his expe- 
rience at Back-to-School night. 
“T visited my daughter’s physics 
class which is right above the 
boiler room. I asked the teacher 


Photo by Alex Shinkel 


Lexington Speech and Debate 
Team off to a great start 


tled to commit suicide if his 
life is bad enough, or whether 
the individual's inherent value 
should preclude the possibility 
of death. "This resolution is 
complicated because people 
interpret it in different ways 
and sometimes it's hard to get 
to the real issues," explained 
junior Livia Istrate. Pointing 
out that the LDers will switch 
to a resolution about the death 
penalty at the beginning of 
November, Istrate continued, 
"I'm looking forward to the next 
resolution because it is more 
straightforward and promises 
interesting debate." 

Meanwhile, the policy debate 
team has been grappling with 
their year-long topic. This year 
the topic deals with United 
States foreign policy towards 
Russia. Students have spent 
time researching about Russia, 
which is no easy task given the 
changing economic, political, 
and social climate in that coun- 
try. 


if she had noticed any problems, 
and she said that sometimes it 
gets so hot that the children can 
barely breathe....The kids spend 
most of their time trying to stay 
awake instead of taking notes. 
There is a fan in the back of the 
room, but if you turn on the fan, 
you can’t hear the teacher. So, in 
order to maintain an environ- 
ment in which the students can 
learn, you have to turn on a fan 
which makes it impossible for 
the teachers to teach. So do teach- 
ers teach children? Certainly. But 
they need to be in an environment 
where they can do so effectively.” 

Bernstein traces these prob- 
lems back to 1981 with the pas- 
sage of Proposition 2 1/2, which 
put a cap on the amount of mon- 
ey that a town could collect 
through property taxes. In sim- 
ple terms, if a town collected 100 
million dollars in property taxes 
one year, it could not amass any 
more than 102.5 million dollars 
the next year, regardless of infla- 
tion or increased school enroll- 
ment. This lack of funding led to 
an “accumulation of unmet needs” 
at the school. Requests from the 
School Department to fix certain 
structural problems at the school 
were rejected due to a lack of 
funds and the quality of the build- 
ings slowly deteriorated. 


Tif iii he 
“| visited my daughter's 
physics class which is right 
above the boiler room. | 
asked the teacher if she had 
noticed any problems, and 
she said that sometimes it 
gets so hot that the children 
can barely breathe... The kids 
spend most of their time try- 
ing to stay awake instead of 
taking notes...” 
EE SS SEA RE 


Adding to this problem is the 
influx of residents into Lexington, 
bringing with them hundreds of 


"We need to rewrite every- 
thing right before we debate at 
a tournament. We're constant- 
ly updating our files to include 
the latest information," explained 
senior Josh Lynn. While this 
requires a lot of work, it can 
also add an element of excite- 
ment to a topic which the 
debaters will know well by the 
year's end. "It's fun because it's 
constantly changing," resolved 
Nick Barnaby, also a senior on 
the team. The team already has 
had several successes on the 
national circuit. At the Wake 
Forest tournament in North 
Carolina, the policy team of 
Spencer Hutchins and Alex 
Sturtevant were undefeated in 
preliminary rounds, and reached 
double octafinals. Nick Barnaby 
and Josh Leopold made it to 
octafinals. The Greenhill tour- 
nament held even more excite- 
ment for the attending Lexington 
teams. Barnaby and Matt 
Burrows debated with a severe 
disadvantage during the first 


DEBATE, Continued on page 6 


school-age children. Elementary 
schools are overcrowded already 
and soon these students will make 
their way to the middle schools 
and eventually the high school. 
The combination of these two 
factors, Bernstein argues, means 
that renovations must happen, 
and they must happen immedi- 
ately. 

Though most people agree with 
Bernstein’s argument in princi- 
pal, the real divisiveness occurs over 
the issue of funding. If all 53.9 
million dollars were placed on 
the taxpayers backs, it would cer- 
tainly be a heavy burden. However, 
Bernstein says, this will not be 
the case. 

The proposal takes advantage 
of a State program that will pay 
for 59% of the plan. In other 
words, only about 22 million dol- 
lars would be paid by Lexington 
residents, not the full 53.9 million. 
To simplify even further, for every 
$100,000 one has invested in 
their house, they would pay 
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approximately $55 a year for the 
renovations; a meager 15 cents a 
day for the average resident. “This 
is not a Cadillac system,” Bernstein 
points out, “we are just trying to 
provide the basic needs for the 
school.” 

The proposal still has a ways 
to go before it reaches the voters. 
Four out of the five Selectmen 
must approve that proposal, send- 
ing it toa town meeting. There, 
a majority of those attending 
must approve, thereby sending 
it to a town vote. Bernstein esti- 
mates that it will be voted on in 
early December. 

So what can you do as a stu- 
dent? Bernstein suggests that 
you “read the proposal, and if 
you think that its something that 
is good for the town, good for 
the school, and good for the tax- 
payer, make your voice heard. I 
think that you can say best why 
this town needs this proposal to 
be passed.” 


Lexington High School held its first annual Human 
Rights Night on Thursday, October 15th. 

Father Basile Bazina, a survivor of Rwandan genocide, 
told the gathered crowd about his experiences leading up to the 
genocide. He spoke in order to raise awareness about the issues 


in Rwanda. 


Joshua Rubenstein, the northeastern director of amnesty 
international, also was in attendance and spoke on several 
issues, including the International Criminal Court and United 
States treaty obligations to the United Nations. Rubenstein has 
recently appeared on area radio shows, commenting on 
Amnesty International’s recent release of a report that criticized 
practices in prisions and among law enforcement in the United 


States 


The night opened with a short documentary on the 
genocide in Rwanda. Visitors also saw displays of banned books 
and learned about pressing issues of children's rights. 


National Merit Semifinalists 

Congratulations to the twenty Lexington High School 
seniors who were named National Merit Semifinalists in the 
1999 Merit Scholarship Competition. Students were selected 
based on their PSAT scores. They represent the top half of one 
percent from the state of Massachusetts. Lexington's 
Semifinalists are: Maggie Allan, Jonathan Amar, John 
Antognini, Jason Bosinoff, Neil Chamberlain, Pablo DeLaHuerta, 
Karoun Demirjian, Katherine Fisher, Greg Ingolia, Chris Lucas, 
Bryan Marcovici, Mandar Muzumdar, Ashwini Nadkarni, Bharat 
Ramamurti, Albert Shieh, Jeremy Smoler, Claudia Stumpf, Kate 
Vogel, Emily Wanderer, and Ken Weinstein. 


Interested in the arts? Have an opinion on entertainment? ff 
Please feel free to submit articles for the A&E section of Forum} 


to Alex Sturtevant, mctrotsky@hotmail.com 


Friday, October 16, 1998 
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Wind Symphony concert: divine 


An Interview with Jeff Leonard, 
Band and Jazz Director for LHS 


LUKE BUTLER 
Staff Writer 


On October 29th, the Honors Orchestra, 
the Wind Symphony, and the Concert 
Choir will be performing in an honors 
concert at the High School in the Donald 
J. Gillespie auditorium. 

Not long ago, I sat down to talk with 
Mr. Jeff Leonard, the band and jazz direc- 
tor at the High School, about the upcom- 
ing concert. Unlike those in past years, this 
concert is an honors only concert, which 
allows it a different format. Previously, the 
groups have held several different con- 
certs: a band concert in which the Concert 
Band and Wind Ensemble—this year the 


Symphonic Band and Wind Symphony, 
respectively—would play, an orchestra 
concert, and a vocal concert. By com- 
bining the three areas of the High School 
music department, this upcoming con- 
cert gives the audience a chance to hear a 
sampling of the different musical envi- 
ronments at the High School. Furthermore, 
since the concert features honors groups, 
which meet during the school day and 
for which students earn honors credits, it 
gives listeners a taste of the best work 
Lexington High School has to offer. Mr. 
Leonard says that this concert and the 
new overall format of the music curricu- 
lum shows us the "market growth" with- 
in the system. Because more and more 
students are taking an interest in music and 
participating in musical groups, the need 
for new groups is becoming more appar- 
ent. Mr. Leonard uses auditions to place the 


new musicians into groups, which he says 
makes it possible to "cater more to individual 
needs." Asa result, the increase in student 
musicians allows LHS to administer a more 
individualized and specialized musical 
education. 

While the improvements being made 
in the music department are to be applaud- 
ed, the importance of the first concert is 
perhaps greater to its performers. It not 
only sets the tone of their work for the entire 
year, but creates a foundation from which 
the musicians involved can improve. Mr. 
Leonard notes several key reasons why 
the first concert of the year is important. 
For one, he says, it is important to "chal- 
lenge [the students] early." This helps to 
prepare them later in the year for possibly 
longer and more difficult music and con- 
certs. Also, he says, it is important that a 
"standard" be established. By giving the 


students a good knowledge of what is 
expected from them both in the beginning 
of the year and by the end of the year, the 
early concerts let these burgeoning musi- 
cians know what they need to be working 
on and how to achieve success. Although 
the first concert can be nerve-racking, it can 
be a wonderfully significant musical oppor- 


tunity to both performer and audience. 
As far as the enjoyment of the audience 


is concerned, a major highlight of this 
concert will be the main piece that the Wind 
Symphony is playing. It will be playing 
a full, four-movement piece composed by 
Robert W. Smith, based on Dante's Divine 
Comedy. The piece follows Dante's move- 
ments through the fiery Inferno, into the 
plodding and enslaving Purgatorio, upwards 
in the Ascension and finally Paradiso. The 
Divine Comedy is an intensely emotion- 
al piece that even those without the literary 


Best of the best, 
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— 
ALEX STURTEVANT 
A&E Editor 


While it may seem like a futile 
ask to attempt to make a defin- 
itive conclusion as to the best 
ovie of the last century, this 
summer the American Film 
Institute felt confident enough 
o do just that. Topping the AFI’s 
100 Best U.S. Movies list is Orson 
elles’ 1941 opus Citizen Kane. 
A truly timeless classic, Kane 
hronicles the life of newspaper 
ogul and social icon Charles 
Foster Kane - a character based on 
he real life William Randolph 
Hearst. Welles’ film is still able 
0 captivate audiences in that it 
differs from its somewhat stodgy 
ontemporaries with respect to 
both thematic direction and visu- 
al style. 

Many early films were pro- 
ductions originally slated for the- 
atrical presentation, merely trans- 
ferred to the new medium of film; 

hus, much of Hollywood was 


Citizen Kane 


3 rife with halting, formal plot 


and action. Citizen Kane, how 
ever, broke out of that mold b 

incorporating colloquial expres 
sions and situations into the plot, 
making the final film much more 
true to life and raw. This attrib 
ute of believable sincerity ha 


~ helped keep Kane in the fore 


front of cinema through the pas 
sage of many years and different 
cinematic styles. 

Even more impressive tha 
the action, however, is 26 year old 
Welles’ brilliant direction and set 
design which have inspired man 


- ensuing generations of filmmak-+ 


ers. While the main characte 
of Kane resides in a palatial estate 
(Xanadu), the environment exudes 
a highly claustrophobic air as a 
result of decidedly low ceilings and 
sparse lighting. Welles uses these 
attributes to the full extent, b 
choosing to shoot himself (in the 
title role of Charles Foster Kane) 
from low angles, emphasizing} 
the contrast between the large 
stature of the man and his house, 
This visual theme helps to con- 
vey Citizen Kane’s overarching} 
message of simple comfort, a 
the only place where Kane feel 
truly at home is on his boyhood 
sled - an item just large enough 
to support his body. 

Citizen Kane is a wonderful 
ly complete film, utilizing all off 
Orson Welles’ vast reservoir off 
talent, and can still be highl 
appreciated even S7 years after it 
initial release. The film is trul 
worthy of the unique hono 
bestowed upon it by the America 
Film Institute. 
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All Things Aural: Music Reviews 


Q-Burns Abstract Message - "Fend Shui" 

"Feng Shui," the first full length album by turntable 
virtuoso Michael Donaldson (a.k.a. Q-Burns Abstract 
Message), is a mix of dazzling aural entertainment and 
despicable mediocrity. This one man techno opera- 
tion has been exploding on the mass media scene recent- 
ly, with such notable pop culture moments as having 
his beats be the background to both MTV's "The Real 
World" and the ambient music of The Gap. Donaldson 
broke out into the large scale scene this summer with 
the synth hit, "Bugeyed Sunglasses" which was featured 
on his debut EP, "Oeuvre" on the Astralwerks label. This 
first project was a forty minute showcase of his deft 
songwriting ability and amazing technical wizardry. 
Unfortunately, not all of this carries over onto the fol- 
low-up full length album. 

Donaldson is undoubtedly a master stylist - both 
CD's have been very well put together aesthetic pack- 
ages, with soothing pastels and white lettering. This, 
however, does not come through completely in the 
actual sound of Q-Burns. The record launches with 
a very Kraftwerk-esque air surrounding it - swirling looped 
beats and synthesizers creating a cloud of pleasant sound, 
yet this quickly descends into a rut of archetypal 
house music laced with paper thin pseudo-diva vocals. 
Luckily, a few bright spots do emerge on "Feng Shui," 
most notably on the tracks "he's a skull," "solar car," 
and "talking box." 

Donaldson waxes eloquent about his vision for the 
record, "Organized chaos into happy accident... a 
loose but meaningful music that I call 'Feng Shui." The 
Asian design practice of Feng Shui, from whence the 
album title came, is that whereby all the furniture in 
any given room adds to the overall atmosphere and 
productivity of the living space. Sadly, Q-Burns has lost 
the spark which made "Oeuvre" great, and Donaldson's 
aesthetics end up rather limited and shallow. 

-Alex Sturtevant, A&E Editor 


Barenaked Ladies - "Stunt" 

At exactly 9 AM one August morning, the phones 
at Ticketmaster suddenly started ringing off the hook. 
Frenzied music fans were calling the office, lining up 
at ticket outlets around the state, and even trying to 
access Ticketmaster's website, all in hopes of getting 
seats at one of the hottest concerts of 1998. In fact, 
there was such a huge demand for the concert tick- 
ets that they were gone in just 12 minutes! And who 


is the band that managed to sell out the Fleet Center 
so quickly? The Barenaked Ladies. 

Merely half a year ago, most people outside of the 
Boston area were clueless as to the identity of this 
Canadian band, (which, by the way, does not include 
naked people or women.) However, as evidenced by 
the band's recent success in the US, the enormous stu- 
dent population of this area is able to set music trends 
that are heard around the country. Not only was 
Boston radio one of the first places in the US where 
BNL songs were played, Boston is also the US city 
that buys more BNL CDs and tickets than any other 
in the country. 

One of the high selling albums is the latest Barenaked 
Ladies CD, "Stunt." With the success of the single "One 
Week," which was made into an MTV music video and 
played continuously on radio stations around the 
country, "Stunt" went platinum. There is good reason 
for this, as "Stunt" is an excellent CD made in the 
Barenaked Ladies tradition of catchy songs, rocking beats 
and meaningful lyrics, with a huge wallop of humor 
added into the mix. 

"One Week" is one of the more experimental songs 
on the CD, as it encompasses humorous, pop-culture 
tap-style verses, one of which mentions samurai, 
Yoda, golf clubs, and the Sailor Moon cartoon all in 
one breath. The other songs on the CD are also the 
great standard BNL fare, with some experimentation 
in varying music styles and rhythms. Especially out- 
standing is "Alcohol," a satire of getting drunk, in 
which the band "drinks to the health" of alcohol. 
"Call and Answer" is a slower, more serious song that 
expresses the different feelings within a relationship 
without the usual sentimental gook many bands use 
in songs about love. 

The last song on the CD, "When You Dream," like 
"One Week" is also somewhat of a break with the "tra- 
ditional BNL song." It is a sweet but not overly sug- 
ary ode where Steven Page asks his sleeping son... 
"What do you dream about?" It is a calming and sat- 
isfying ending to a wonderful CD full of great tunes 
that are good to listen to even when played over and 
over again. This is the album that has really catapulted 
the Barenaked Ladies to the attention of American lis- 
teners, and they are sure to clamor for more of the Ladies 


after listening to the fresh sounds of "Stunt." 
-Jeanie Gorlovsky, Staff Writer 


“Gattica”: It is easy to dismiss “Gattica,” 
on the grounds of its seemingly throwaway 
premise - Ethan Hawke as a citizen of the future 
who conquers all to achieve success in love 
and life in a mechanized society - yet the film 
is surprisingly well made and thought provok- 


ing. 


While the film takes place hundreds of 
years in the future, the streamlined society of 
the future acts only as a stunning backdrop 
for the real story. “Gattica” avoids the common 
pitfalls of a mainstream science fiction movie, 
in that it does not get caught up in showing all 
of the various complicated gadgets and gizmos 
of humanity's technological advancement. 
Rather, everything is merely more streamlined 
and highly polished. This does not mean, how- 
ever, that the presentation of the film is in any 


way flat. The sets and costumes used in the movie 
are visually stunning, incorporating smooth 
lines and large, open, flowing buildings. All of 
these aspects of the setting are accentuated by 
the fact that the main characters, most often 
Hawke and love interest Uma Thurman, are 
usually alone on screen. The central space 


Diamonds in the rough: Video Picks 


complex where the majority of the high pow- 
ered individuals work sits on an empty street, 
in a city that seems to be deserted. While this 
may just have been a money saving device, it 
also works to emphasize the isolation of the indi- 
vidual in a community where social standing 
is determined by programmed genetic code. 
Ironically enough, the shining moments 
in the film come from the highly restrained act- 
ing on the part of Hawke and Thurman. “Gattica” 
is a very quiet movie, drawing the viewer in with 


short yet deliberate dialogue, with sweeping 
camera shots interspliced throughout. Hawke’s 
dream of flying in a scientific shuttle mission 
(which is impeded by his less than perfect phys- 
ical condition) is decidedly not melodramatic, 
and is conveyed with smooth style and grace. 

“Gattica” is able to tread the thin line 
between sincerity and overstylized fluff with ease. 
It has both high production and thematic val- 
ues in rare abundance for a major studio pic- 
ture. 

“Phantom of the Paradise” A rock and 
roll adaptation of the literary classic Faust, this 
1974 Brian De Palma classic is a true aesthetic 
treasure. This is the tale of a rock promoter who 
has sold his soul to the devil in exchange for 
immortality and chart-topping success, and 
the wide-eyed, idyllic songwriter who gets him- 
self worked into the convoluted web of other- 
worldly show business. While the actual plot 
is ultimately thin and disposable, it is this 
superficial quality which gives the film its 


charm. Bright reds and metallic blacks flood the 
screen, while crooner Paul Williams sings a 
catchy trifle of a ballad in the background. De 
Palma’s masterful camerawork, which would lat- 
er carry such thrillers as “Body Double” and “Snake 
Eyes,” exudes a sweeping feel over “Phantom,” 
taking advantage of the overblown features of 
the title rock club. Another advantage which the 
film has is its overarching satirical quality. 
“Phantom of the Paradise” does not take itself 
very seriously, nor does it expect the viewer to 
either. Even the tragic scene where the slight 
pianist is disfigured by a hot record press ends 
up making one chuckle. Part of this campy feel 
can be attributed to its timely setting, com- 
plete with tailored polyester suits and highly feath- 
ered haircuts. 

While not any kind of dramatic break- 
through, “Phantom of the Paradise” contains 
highly interesting visuals and insidious comedic 
elements that make it a thoroughly film. 
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Crossfire: Students face off on the new driving law 


JOSH LYNN 
Staff Writer 


The Massachusetts State Legislature passed 
the new driving legislation prohibiting 
minors from carrying passengers in their 
cars under the assumption that it would be 
an easy way to increase road safety. 
Unfortunately, this new law will only exac- 
erbate current safety problems by outlawing 
carpooling. 

The most direct effect of the law will be 
to increase the sheer volume of drivers on 

the road. This congestion is especially prob- 
lematic considering that this increase will iron- 
ically be in cars driven by those targeted by 
the legislation as "dangerous" and "irre- 
sponsible." Secondly, this will be compounded 
by the fact that the new law forces drivers 
who are not personally confident in their driv- 
ing skill to hit the road. New drivers who 
would otherwise wait to start driving after 
getting their license will be forced to chose 
between driving alone and being chauf- 
feured by their parents, instead of being 
able to fall back on friends for rides. 

Thirdly, a less obvious, but probably 
more dangerous issue, is that ending carpooling 
effectively outlaws the use of a designated 
driver. Not only will teenagers have to each 
drive their own car to parties but each will 
have to drive home alone regardless of their 
condition. This inherent danger in the new 
legislation was obviously overlooked, but 
will undoubtedly add a new element risk to 
driving. 

Proponents of the legislation argue that 
it is necessary to eliminate passengers from 
the cars of young drivers because driving with 
other teens in the car increasing risk-taking 
behavior. While this might be true, the 
associated increase in teenage drivers due to 
the law would easily overwhelm any bene- 
fit. In my experience at least, the vast major- 
ity of irrational things I have seen done in 
cars have been during competition between 
cars. From racing to playing chicken, fool- 
ish behavior happens most when more then 
one car is involved. 

Finally, the issue of enforcement is espe- 
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cially questionable. Since enforcement of this 
law is extremely difficult and irresponsible 
drivers would be the least likely to comply 
with the new law, the law seems to miss its 
target. Instead of slapping on the Band-Aid 
brand solutions the State should move 
towards more sound policies which attack 
the root of the problem: bad driving in gen- 
eral. Creating a more effective and com- 
prehensive driver’s education curriculum is 
a possible alternative. The current program, 
which involves a mere three hours of prac- 
tice, most of which is spent watching some 


NICK BARNABY 
Staff Writer 


Nearly every junior and senior at the high 
school has badmouthed the new driving 
laws that have recently been promulgated by 
the state. The clause that prevents newly 
licensed drivers from driving other minors 
for the first six months that they have their 
licenses has taken the brunt of the criti- 
cism. Upon hearing of this legislation most 
kids dismiss it immediately with a nice four- 
letter word (preceded by “bull”) and complain 


other bad driver mess up, simply does not 
prepare someone to drive competently . 

Alternatively, the State could create a 
driving test that would actually weed out bad 
drivers. While the literally 90 seconds of driv- 
ing I did with the state trooper in Reading 
was challenging, as I did have to make an 
left hand turn and remember those pesky but 
important hand signals, it failed to test in 
the least whether or not I was a competent 
driver. The bottom line is this: attack the prob- 
lem instead of making things worse by sim- 
ply attacking the effect. 


JOSH LEOPOLD 
Staff Writer 


planned. What it does mean 
is the way we approach pick- 
ing the "right" college and 
the importance we give to 
that search may be funda- 
mentally misguided. 

Some students, in order 
to push themselves through 
the day to day drudgery of 
assignments, convince them- 
selves that every little assign- 
ment serves the ultimate goal 
of getting into an elite college. 
That logic might not be 
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The college selection process is a 
sham, This does not mean that the 
four years we spent trying to boost 
our GPAs or doing well on stan- 
dardized tests were entirely wasted. 
Nor does it mean that you have to 
throw out all your college guide 
books or cancel all the trips you have 


applied every time said student does 
an assignment but it becomes the jus- 
tification each time said student 
becomes reflective and asks themselves 
why he is working so hard all the time 
or what difference it makes what a 
gerund is. This type of thinking, 
because it is used by so many students 
and legitimated by parents, guid- 
ance counselors, and teachers, cre- 
ates the myth that the "better" a stu- 
dent you are the "better" a college you 


This whole modality is harmful 
for a couple of reasons. First, col- 
lege should not be used solely as a 


about its inconvenience. 

Virtual no one even considers the mer- 
its of the law and even then, they only dis- 
cuss its ramifications on safety. Clearly, one 
of the main purposes of the legislation is to 
decrease distractions and peer pressure with- 
in the car. Without other kids in the car, the 
driver is no longer pressured to drive fast to 
impress his friends, or to drive dangerous- 
ly in order to be revered as “cool." 

Many people claim that this will only 
put more inexperienced drivers on the road. 
However, most kids when they first get their 
license want to drive regardless of the law. 


source of validation. College is not 
about trying to impress family and 
friends or proving to yourself that you 
are a good student. It is about decid- 
ing where you want to live and study 
for the next four years. This might 
sound hokey and obvious but I think 
its forgotten by a lot of people. There 
is really no other reason to believe 
that the creme-de-la-creme of high 


It seems like four years of relative unhap- 
piness at the wrong school is a high price 
to pay for a superficial boost in self- 
esteem or external gratification. 
Furthermore, viewing college as a cut- 
throat process has a negative effect on 
the general community of students. 


school students, who could con- 
ceivably get into any schools they want 
to, almost always choose the same four 
or five East Coast liberal arts schools. 
It seems like four years of relative 
unhappiness at the wrong school is 
a high price to pay for a superficial 
boost in self-esteem or external grat- 
ification. Furthermore, viewing col- 
lege as a cutthroat process has a 
negative effect on the general com- 
munity of students. It means that stu- 
dents are always competing with 
other students and worrying com- 
pulsively about their grades, which 
can often make the student very 


Moreover, inexperience does not become 
dangerous until the driver becomes dis- 
tracted and cannot concentrate on the road. 
Also, it is exactly those inexperienced driv- 
ers who are at the most risk for being distracted. 

That is precisely the reason the state has 
decided to give young drivers six months to 
mature before endangering the lives of oth- 
ers. This time is uniquely valuable because 
it allows one to learn to drive without his par- 
ents looking over his shoulder and without 
his friends yelling in his ear. Further, this 
means young drivers will be less prone to doing 
stupid things once their friends are in the car 
with him. 

People argue that the effect of the law just 
means that all those silly things (like racing 
or driving competitively, etc.) that young driv- 
ers do, will be compounded by the fact that 
there will be more cars. However, all these 
irresponsible activities normally occur because 
of some sort of peer pressure, which is ampli- 
fied with friends in the car. Additionally, I 
assure you that driving competitively is just 
not as fun without other people in the car. 


One issue that is largely ignored is that 
of responsibility. It is rarely a concern of the 
driver that he is responsible for all of his pas- 
sengers and by default, his parents are too. 
While there is no legal burden on the par- 
ent of a driver, there is still moral and psy- 
chological responsibility, which must be 
recognized. A parent of a young driver who 
gets into an accident with passengers must 
answer to the parents of all the passengers. 
It is not fair to place that additional burden 
on the shoulders of a parent, especially one 
whose child has not had time to become a 
mature and experienced driver. 

This legislation clearly has drawbacks 
and does make the world a whole lot more 
inconvenient for most of us high schoolers 
but it does have some value. Most arguments 
in its favor are largely ignored or dismissed 
by students because they do not remedy 
the inconvenience of the law. My argu- 
ment is not that the legislation is uncondi- 
tionally good but that it has merits that 
should be considered and it should not be 
brushed off as a solely an elaborate scheme 
to spite and hassle the State’s teenagers. 


College should be about 
comfort, not competition 


one-dimensional. It also means that 
students who buy into the system but 
are not ready to make that type of 
"ultimate" commitment are invariably 
disappointed. 

People who are still reading this 
probably have seen what they believe 
to be a glaring flaw in this line of argu- 
ment: statistically, the people who go 
the best schools are the ones who get 
the best jobs and make the 
most money etc. This might 
be true but it does not justi- 
fy the hunt to get into the 
"best" schools by any means 
necessary. The argument is 
circular. Students who go to 
the most competitive schools 
do well in life because they are 
highly motivated and intel- 
ligent to begin with. If they 
were not they would not get 
into these schools to begin 
with. Good students will not 
end up unemployed and living with 
their parents at the age of 45 if they 
do not go to big status schools. 

Finally it is important to believe 
that this is not a purely academic arti- 
cle. College selection is competitive 
only-if we decide to make it com- 
petitive. De-emphasizing the role of 
college as an ego-booster would fun- 
damentally change the whole system 
for the better. In the abstract, I believe 
we all would like to work and live in 
a society that is not entirely hierar- 
chical and competitive. This is one 
of our first chances to pursue that 
vision in practice. 
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New half-day scheme causes havoc 


Successive half-days are 
an annoyance to teachers 
and students. 


YUEN-JONG LIU 
Contributing Editor 


So far, we have enjoyed two sets of back- 
to-back half days this year, with anoth- 
er to come in November. Supplemented 
by long-weekend Mondays, the half 
days so far have made short weeks of 
school even shorter. Asa result, teach- 
ers have had a hectic time dealing with 
lost class time and re-coordinating their 
same-subject classes while students rev- 
el in their afternoons off, doing great busi- 
ness for the restaurants and cafes in the 


center. 

The purposes of these contiguous 
half days, or professional days, are to 
update teachers with the school's new 
technology through the KANSAS program 
and to provide time for departmental 
meetings. This year's professional days 
are basically the same as last year's, the 
difference appearing only in their fre- 
quency. But though they are intended 
to be helpful, many teachers have com- 
plained openly in class about frustrations 
in mid-September and mid-October 
which the Monday off and the two half 
days contribute to. For example, D- 
block only met twice those particular 
weeks, and Wednesday and Thursday 
double-block lab periods were often 
truncated to normal class periods. With 


so little class time to work during one week, 
it would be more practical to have the 
entire week off instead. 


SSS Se ae 
With so little class time to work 
during one week, it would be 
more practical to have the 


entire week off instead. 
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On the other hand, the students are 
enjoying more free time in the after- 
noons from the half days and less home- 
work because of the irregular class meet- 
ings. The professional-day weeks were 
like the first week of school, consisting 


of so little class time that not much 
material was covered. However, these 
reprieves are only temporary, since we 
get no more during second semester. 
Many students, including myself, prefer 
last year's schedule because when half 
days occurred only once every month, 
they were more enjoyable, like oases in 
a desert.For instance, when one has a jar 
of candies, savoring them a few at a 
time would prolong the pleasure, in 
contrast to devouring them all at once. 

Thus, it would have been easier for 
both teachers and students if we had kept 
the old professional day schedule. Class 
would go on more regularly, with only 
minor interruptions to, or temporary 
relief from, the curriculum. 


990 means more activities, not less 


YAIR KESHET 
Staff Writer 


The optimists among us would insist 
that most of the school’s policy actions, 
even if initially unpleasant, have a ben- 
eficial end. Such is the case with the new 
990-hour requirement for Lexington 
schools. When news first broke about 
990, many dreaded the consequences of 
all the additional hours to be spent on 
school, while others were simply enraged. 
Questions arose regarding the status of 
open campus, the length of the school 
year, the arrangement and duration of 
the school day, and even the length of 
lunch and passing time. When the school 
year was extended by two days and the 
administration experimented with cru- 


el and unusual schedules, LHS students 
painfully realized that the freedoms 
which they treasured so greatly were 
now in jeopardy. 

However, in the Spring of last year, 
principal Lanoue unveiled a brilliant 
proposal, which solved the problem of 
990, while enriching the academic and 
social atmosphere of the school. The plan 
essentially gave students credit for school 
related activities by assigning a certain 
number of hours to each of those activ- 
ities. For example, an athlete who plays 
field hockey for the school receives 70 
hours towards 990 for doing so. Similarly, 
those who are members of student clubs, 
musical groups, papers, or academic 
teams get credit for their involvement. 


The Homeroom Conundrum 


BEN ADAMS 
Features Editor 


My freshman year at LHS was, accord- 
ing to elder sources, the year during 
which homeroom was reinstituted. While 
I was not around to experience any of 
the ‘homeroom withdrawal' that per- 
haps induced the students and faculty 
to bring it back, I still feel justified in won- 
dering why exactly it is that for approx- 
imately fifteen minutes each week, Iam 
pulled from my last class of the day to 
my homeroom. 

While I appreciate having these few 
moments to reminisce about my fresh- 
man English class, I'm not sure that the 
goals achieved in homeroom are impres- 
sive enough to justify diminished class 
time. Based primarily on witnessing 
how my homeroom-mates interact with 
the powers that be in homeroom admin- 
istrations, I have concluded that the pri- 
mary function of homeroom are: 

1) Distribution of overdue notices 
from the library, 

2) Administration of discipline reports, 
and 

3) Distribution of overdue notices 
from the library. 

My understanding is that while home- 
room was in its state of exile, its substi- 
tute was some sort of individual mailbox 
for each student where he could drop by 
and pick up overdue notices whenever 
it seemed convenient for him to do so. 
This was reportedly a failure because 
most students very seldom had occa- 
sion to check their mailboxes in search 
of bad news. I can appreciate this diffi- 
culty, but this Fidel Castro of adminis- 
trative trivia, in spite of its various exiles, 
has been an institution for longer than 
necessary. Presumably, the various assets 
that would be lost in the hypothetical coup 
to overthrow homeroom could be com- 
pensated for via more frequent mail- 
ings, morning announcements, and 


roaming building administrators, all of 


which seem to serve functions parallel 
to that of homeroom. 


While fifteen minutes per 
week may seem a trivial 
amount of time, I can say 
with certainty that several of 
my teachers' lesson plans 
have been cut short by their 
limited class time. 
(GSR Se oe 


While this article may come off as being 
full of contempt for homeroom, it is 
not. As an entity, homeroom itself is not 
bad for any reason. Rather, it is the fact 
that it is preclusive to other classes. 
While fifteen minutes per week may 
seem a trivial amount of time, I can say 
with certainty that several of my teach- 
ers' lesson plans have been cut short by 
their limited class time. Often, the con- 
sequence of a homeroom period will be 
that a homework assignment does not 
get handed out, which functionally put 
the class a full day behind. This means 
that the homeroom period whose sole 
function was to call eight people to the 
main office after school has effectively 
taken an hour. 

It is only fair to admit that this sce- 
nario is rather extreme, but the crux of 
the argument is simple: homeroom seems 
to unnecessarily take away from class time. 
It is conceivable that there are a whole 
host of reasons that absolutely beg the 
existence of homeroom, but they are 
obscure enough to escape the scope of 
the narrow mind of this editorialist. 
Since the fundamental value of the 
school is education, it seems that this ought 
to be the last thing to get slighted by for- 
malities such as notices. Therefore, a lit- 
tle more attention to announcements and 


Ironically, the very students who origi- 
nally feared that 990 would get in the 
way of their extra-curriculars and were 
most adamantly against it, can now be 
assured that it actually benefits them. Still, 
it is those who are not clubs and organ- 
izations right now who will benefit the 
most. 


990 might actually succeed 
where many programs 
failed to bring greater 

unity and harmony to the 

student body. 


Freshmen, because they are new to 
the school, and others who have not had 
the opportunity to join the variety of activ- 
ities which LHS has to offer, now have 
a huge incentive to become members of 
clubs and sports. While they may be 
shy and reluctant at first, these students 
will enjoy the chance to specialize in a 
certain area, and meet and interact with 


OW... MY... 
GAWD... 
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other students of all grades and back- 
grounds. Furthermore, under-subscribed 
organizations can expect an influx of new 
faces to make their meetings livelier and 
more diverse. In fact, 990 might actually 
succeed where many programs failed to 
bring greater unity and harmony to the 
student body. 

Another bonus for younger students 
will come when they apply to colleges 
which highly value extra-curriculars. 
Their transcript will not only list their 
grades and community service hours, but 
also all organizations in which they 
have participated since they were 
Freshmen. The pessimists might continue 
to quarrel over how many hours should 
be allocated for each activity and which 
activities should count towards 990, but 
if the administration comes through 
again, there might not be any pessimists 
left. But perhaps I'm just optimistic. 
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ALYSSA ROSENBERG 
Staff Writer 


ports play a huge role in the 
S$‘: of many Lexington stu- 

dents. Not only do student ath- 
letes love playing their game, they cher- 
ish the accumulated experiences 
shared with practically life-long team- 
mates. But the transition from mid- 
dle school to high school inevitably 
breaks up and reconfigures close 
teams. Nowhere is this separation more 
obvious than in soccer. 

The Town of Lexington has sev- 
eral strong soccer programs, includ- 
ing those of Clarke, Diamond and the 
High School. Town league-organ- 


ized teams tend to stay together for 
years, and even at the middle schools, 
the rotation of players doesn't always 
vary greatly from year to year. Then 
high school hits, and the established 
teams become rearranged. 

"It's hard," Katelyn McGovern, a 
member of the freshman team, says. 
"Kids I have played with since third 
or fourth grade made JV [this year]. 


RAHMAN SYED 
Staff Writer 


he underclassmen will really be 
| getting it bad these next years. 
Radical changes in both phys- 
ical and educational structure will 
be taking place in this school that will 
upset the flow of learning and daily 
life for the lower two classes espe- 
cially. Although it seems these new 
revisions of school policy unfairly 
crack down on younger classes after 
letting previous classes get away with 
more relaxed rules the reason these 
new policies exist is not to make the 
lower classes suffer; it is, in fact, that 
the progression of the educational 
times and standards is necessitating 
reforms. The administration has not 
had an easy time getting the ball 
rolling, and it has probably been 
waiting for the most expedient time 
to institute these changes. 
Unfortunately, the time they picked 
coincided with our becoming under- 
classmen. 

One of the most drastic changes 
LHS will undergo is the grand-scale 
renovations that would completely 
change the face of the school. Now, 
I agree that it is about time that the 
school board decided to improve the 
school's condition. With crumbling 
walls and ceilings that are caving in, 
the school does need a major change. 
The plans made by the directors 
include replacing old wiring and mak- 
ing a new library and new classrooms. 

The downsides, however, include 
that students will have to endure 
unfavorable conditions for three years 
or longer. We, the younger students, 
will be made to take classes in trail- 
ers substituting for classrooms inop- 
erable during the remodeling. This 
would make certain facilities tem- 
porarily unavailable, hindering some 
aspects of learning. Another undesirable 
outcome of the renovations will be the 
consolidation of the several cafeterias 
into two large and potentially inef- 
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High School Splits Old Teams 


I [had gotten used to] how they 
played, and what their strengths and 
weaknesses were." A former Diamond 
player, who asks not to be identified 
by name, agrees, noting that her 
team had "just hit a level where we 
were playing together really well." 
But with the onset of high school 
competition, the majority of her 
teammates were split up on to either 
the freshman or junior varsity squads. 
Lauren Wahl also regrets the dissolution 
of her old team. "I feel that some peo- 
ple who didn't make it should have, 
and I feel bad that they didn't," she 
sympathizes, referring to the junior 
varsity team of which she is now a 
member. 


Lauryn Crowe, on the other hand, 
a member of the girls' varsity team, 
says she misses her old teammates but 
looks forward to eventually playing 
with them when they make varsity 
in future seasons. As for the opposite 
sex, the freshman boys seem to have 
been luckier in maintaining team 
bonds. Freshman Niall Sullivan feels 


Underprivileged 
underclassmen 


ficiently running cafeterias. With 
1500+ students in two cafeterias, 
lunch will never be the same. The noise 
and chaos would be intolerable, and 
some would most likely miss their 
lunch by waiting in line too long. 

But there is a reason for every- 
thing. Having two cafeterias would 
make it much easier to make lunch 
and distribute it among the students. 
Currently, the staff is forced to run from 
building to building in order to trans- 
port the food. With only two sepa- 
rate cafeterias, distributing food will 
be a much easier process. In addition, 
the old cafeterias will be converted into 
much-need classrooms. We should 
ask ourselves: if the school is not 
remodeled at this point in time, when 
should it be done? If repairs aren't 
made now, then many more students 
would be forced to attend a high 
school lacking in resources. 


(ESAT St Se 
The administration has not 
had an easy time getting the 

ball rolling, and it has proba- 
bly been waiting for the most 
expedient time to institute 
these changes. Unfortunately, 
the time they picked coincid- 
ed with our becoming under- 
classmen. 
Ga ae ee 


The second blow to the under- 
classmen this year is the new 990 
tule. A new requirement for passing 
each grade level, the 990 rule states 
that each student must complete 990 
hours of school-related activities. 
This will certainly create a lot of 
agony for some unmotivated stu- 
dents. I know many people who 
would put all of these requirements 
off until the end of the year. With 990 
on top of the renovations and the 
young but existing requirement for 
forty hours, not twenty, of commu- 
nity service, why is it that we under- 
classmen have to adapt to so many 


that the original boys' teams had not 
been split up drastically after reach- 
ing the high school this year. "[The 
freshman team is] basically just the 
two middle school teams put togeth- 
er, minus a few kids," he says. Familiar 
teammates play especially well togeth- 
er and enjoy it at the same time. Says 
Sullivan thusly, "I don't mind play- 
ing on a freshman team." 

Despite different attitudes on sep- 
aration, most agree that the solution 
is not to hold freshman back in fresh- 
man-only soccer teams. "I think that 
people should be able to play at the 
level they are good enough to play at," 
remarks Wahl. "Otherwise they are 
being held back." McGovern feels 
that perhaps most freshmen should 
play on a separate team to allow as 
many upperclassmen as is possible to 
play at the junior varsity and varsi- 
ty levels. But "if there are some real- 
ly exceptional players who are fresh- 
man, of course they should bring 
them up!" she says. 

It's obvious that to win, Lexington 
High School must try to field the 
strongest combinations of players. 
Realistically, that can't be done if old 
teams are kept together. But at least 
in the long run, there will always be 
another soccer season, and most 
importantly, there will always be 
another chance to play. 


things this year? 

Like I said before, there are reasons 
for everything. The school created this 
new rule to make good use of the 
time students have after school. Many 
kids waste their time doing things 
that are harmful to their education- 
al opportunities, like watching mind- 
less TV or getting into trouble with 
stealing and drugs. Hence the need 
for 990. By making the students 
have a stronger commitment to school, 
it keeps them away from more dam- 
aging activities. The school can find 
no easiest way to incorporate 990 
into the system. Because we hap- 
pen to be the right class at the right 
time during all of this talk of change, 
we play the guinea pigs, having to get 
used to it for the first few years. 
Afterwards, it will be like second 
nature and the problems will even- 
tually diminish. 

Although there are several changes 
to the school this year that are incon- 
venient to underclasses especially, 
they are obviously not directed towards 
the underclassmen out of malice or 
spite. The school finds this time 
more appropriate than others for a ren- 
ovation, perhaps due to a sufficient 
amount of money this year, and the 
990 rule cannot be helped; one time 
or another; the administration would 
have to introduce it somehow. So 
whenever you feel angry about hav- 
ing a lot to deal with this 1998-99 
school year, don't blame it on the 
head people; they have any choice! 
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Concert with Jeff Leonard 


SYMPHONY, Continued from page 3 


background can appreciate and enjoy. It is not 
often that a high school musical group gets to 
play a full, multi-movement piece. In fact, because 
of time restrictions and the fact that very little 
is written in this manner for wind ensembles, it 
is almost unthinkable. According to Mr. Leonard, 
most pieces that a high school band will play are 
either just one or two movements, and often they 
are quite short. Although he says he has performed 
multi-movement pieces before, Mr. Leonard 
notes that most were shorter, and very rarely was 
he able to play all the movements. However, the 
Wind Symphony will try to change this trend. 
This piece will be a full, twenty-five minute per- 
formance, and Mr. Leonard hopes to do more of 
this kind of music later on in the year. 

Jeff Leonard has been teaching at Lexington 
High School for over twenty years. Innovations 
like those in the upcoming concert allow him to 
stay excited, fresh, and enthusiastic about it 
every year. I had a chance to talk to Mr. Leonard 
about how he manages to accomplish this feat 
year in and year out. He notes two key things. 
First, the groups are never the same. There are 
new musicians every year that help to add new 
spice to the blend of already seasoned but wise 
veteran performers. Secondly, he says that "the 
idea that I can make a living by being totally 
immersed in music amazes me." It truly is amaz- 
ing, and surely anyone who attends the concerts 
of his performing groups can attest to what this 
great man has accomplished at Lexington High. 

This upcoming concert should be one to 
remember. It marks the first time, except for the 
annual Pops concerts in the spring, that the all 
the facets of the music department have come 
together to demonstrate their musical abilities. 
The diversity and quality of the music being 
performed will make the first concert of the 
school year a memorable one. 


Debate season begins 


DEBATE, Continued from page 2 


four rounds because their evidence didn't arrive 
at the airport. Yoni Cohen and Josh Lynn were 
undefeated in prelims and won second place 
overall. 

More recently, at Georgetown Day School 
several teams did quite well. The team of Josh Lynn 
and Spencer Hutchins reached the quarters 
round, and the team of Josh Leopold and Nick 
Barnaby made it to semis. 

Lincoln-Douglas Debaters made their debut 
at the T. A. Edison tournament in Virginia where 
LD captain Katherine Fisher earned a Tournament 
of Champions qualification by reaching the 
quarter final round. Senior Kate Vogel reached 
the octafinal round. 

As the year progresses, novice debaters in 
both classes will be competing interscholastically. 
Already they are learning some of the technical 
aspects of debate. In a debate round there are 
specified time limits for each speech as well as 
a basic structure for how the debate progresses. 
This can come as a surprise to some, who view 
debating and arguing as the same thing. 

"We're going to have a fantastic year. This year's 
group of students includes some of the most 
dedicated, hard-working and accomplished peo- 
ple the team has seen," said LHS alumni Chetan 
Hertzig, who is working as an assistant coach for 
the team. This comes as high praise from Hertzig, 
who himself won the 1998 Championship in 
Lincoln Douglas debate at the Grand National 
Tournament in Detroit last May. 
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oston, the public transportation 
B= of the world, contains every 
form of terrestrial travel known to 
man: subway system, train lines, bus sys- 
tem, taxi cabs, street cars, trolleys, and 
passenger cars. Yet, despite all of these "won- 
derful" methods of travel, getting from 
one place to another is a living hell. 
Coming from the suburbs, there are 
many different routes into Boston. Countless 
streets weave their way towards the city; 
none of which have excessive traffic. 
However, once you are too close to the nexus 


Last words 


of the city, you are doomed; traveling too 
close to the center of the city is like a per- 
son eating food they do not like; you get 
sucked in and then spit right back out. 
Tremont street, Newbury Street, Boylston 
Street, and Commonwealth Avenue, all 
converge very near the heart of Boston. 
However, once you have neared your "des- 
tination," your fate soon changes. Assaulted 
with one way streets, construction zones, 
small over crowded parking lots and one 
hour parking on every corner, there is no 
where to turn, but back out of the city. Your 
car can be ten feet from your destination, 
but one way streets and construction force 
you to detour five to ten blocks further away. 
Then, once you have finally reached your 
destination. No parking spots will be open 
within a ten-block radius. Even if you 
find a parking place, the parking will only 
be for a short time and the meter only takes 
the monetary unit of Zimbabweit hap- 
pens to be the same as the American sys- 


tem. 

Once within the city limits, there are 
other means of transportation. The sub- 
way, which runs from one end of the city 
to the other, is a very convenient and 
cheap. However, the problem with the sub- 
way is the lack of trains as well as chang- 
ing lines. The red, green, blue, and orange 
lines all travel around the city, each going 
to a distinct area. This seems to be more 
efficient, but when attempting to ride the 
subway, the chaos begins. 

Riding from Alewife station at the end 
of the red line to 
Heath Stat the end 
of the green line 
seems easy. There 
is only one change. 
However, at the Park Street stop where 
the red line converges with the green line, 
there are also four other trains that are also 
labeled as "green line" trains. Each of 
these trains goes somewhere you do not 
want to go. However, these trains only 
appear once every few days realistically every 
twenty minutes and if they do arrive, it is 
never "your" train. This leads many peo- 
ple to take the buses or taxis instead. 

Buses, like trains, travel to almost every 
part of the city for 60 cents. This can be 
very convenient if you know which to 
take. Unfortunately, the bus schedules 
are always Out-dated a schedule from 1996 
just does not help. In truth, even if you 
had the correct schedule, it would be 
impossible to catch the bus because they 
are early when you are late and late when 
you are early. The alternate scenario: you 
catch the bus. Although it is very rare, I 
know a few lucky souls who caught the bus. 
They told me that it was a let down because 


the bus travels half the speed of a car and 
has stops at every corner it is faster to 
faster to take a cab. However, the cab 
drivers have permission to break the rules 
of the road; speed limit, stop signs, red lights, 
and stopping for pedestrians do not apply 
to taxi cab drivers. Therefore, after all of 
the struggling with different forms of 
transportation, it is best too walk! 

Walking is the only reliable means of 
transportation, as long as you have a map 
and the sidewalks are clear of car traffic. 
This, however, takes many hours because 
everyone else has also chosen to walk; 
veteran Boston travelers also know the 
only way to travel is on foot. Walking does 
have one distinct advantage: cars must 
stop for pedestrians. This rule was adopt- 
ed because Massachusetts drivers are noto- 
riously fast, wild drivers, and the Department 
of Public Works hoped this would slow them 
down. Unfortunately, the cars are not 
obliged to stop for people out of the cross- 
walks, and since the crosswalks are few and 
far between jay walking is the only way "to 
get to the other side." This seems safe, but 
even the parked cars are waiting to hit 
you. All Boston drivers know that they get 
bonus points for hitting the people jay 
walking. Be careful and trust no cars 
motioning you across. 

The only conclusion that can be drawn 
is not to travel in Boston. Although your 
in-laws, parents, cousins and uncles all 
live in the heart of the city, do not visit them. 
They do not want to see you if you are on 
crutches, on a stretcher or with the coro- 
ner. My only word of advice is stay at home 
and have your relatives send postcards of 
the attractions. 


-Max Woolf 


° / 
“Reviews” 
Adidas Sambas: xk*x** 

Certainly one of the best sneakers ever 
made, the Samba resembles its animal name- 
sake in its sleek form and sporty stripes. 
Stylish, functional, and above all timeless, 
Sambas are a good way to show your affil- 
iation with 80s break dancing culture when 
you're not ready to wear one of those side- 
ways leather Kangol hats. Buy a pair and take 
good care of them, because they'll be very 
valuable someday. $28.00 at City Sports 
Boston. 

Sukia: Contacto Espacial con el Tercer 
Sexo: *&k1/2 

Sukia mix up SOs sci-fi sounds and 70s porn 
music, with some German old-school tech- 
no beats tossed in for spice; other ingredi- 
ents in the aggressively eclectic blend include 
theremins, surf guitar, and New Age voice- 
overs. When it's all thrown together it 
swings and grooves like a robot gone hay- 
wire--the perfect soundtrack for an after- 
hours costume party, if you know what | mean. 
$16.00 at Tower Records. 

F-Caf Tatertots: xxx 

It's just about impossible to ruin tater- 
tots, and we should all thank heaven for 
that. Crisp on the outside (usually), warm 
and tasty on the inside. A sure thing. $1.75 
at F-Caf, along with milk, salad, and a hot 
entree. 

Burger King Chicken Crisp Sandwich: 
kik 1/2 

Things like this don't come along every 
day: a top-flight chicken patty covered in 
pickles and delicious mayonnaise, all at 
the very price of ninety-nine cents. A triple- 
crown dining experience, one that you can 
at the restaurant or take all over town, 
thanks to it's wax-paper packaging. Take 
advantage while you can. Just $0.99 at 


Burger King for a limited time. 
-Neil Chamberlain 


Girls’ Swim Team getting ready for the season 


Golf team gets off 


to a shaky start 


EMILY TRAVERSE 
Contributing Writer 


The LHS girls swim team can be 
defined, not only by its ranks of 
turbo swimmers, but also by its out- 
standing perseverance through the 
start of the '98 season. These relent- 
less swimmers have continually 
pressed on, to meet the new chal- 
lenges as the season unfolds. 


One of the greatest challenges the 
girls have faced so far has been 
working to perfect their starting 
techniques off the slippery edge of 
the pool, due to the lack of starting 
blocks at Minuteman. The team 
has wearilessly gone tearing through 
sweltry water at countless practices 
when the pool's temperature seemed 
only fitting for a relaxing bubble bath. 
Finally, the girls have persevered 


FootballTeam Captain Chuck Howe moves into position... 


through the most discomforting 
practices, when their taste buds 
enlarged, their teeth stuck togeth- 
er, and the bland taste of concen- 
trated chlorine lingered in their 
mouths. 

Despite all the unexpected chal- 
lenges the team has encountered at 
the start of the season, the girls 
have already graced their oppo- 
nents eyes with a number of spec- 
tacular performances. The team 
didn't expect a win over Reading, cur- 
rently second in the league, at their 
first meet, yet they performed incred- 
ibly well, swimming hard, fast and 
strong, and only lost by the small 
margin of sixteen points. 

The girls stuck to their motto 
"Let Them Eat Wake," at the fol- 
lowing three meets, triumphing 
over Cambridge, Wakefield and 
Winchester, respectively. Their most 
recent meet against Winchester 
resulted not only in an awesome vic- 
tory for the LHS swimmers and a 
harsh whipping into shape for 
Winchester, but perhaps most impor- 
tantly it resulted in the girls' renewed 
aggression. These buff ladies are 
pumped and prepared to take on their 
biggest rival, Burlington, on 
Wednesday, October sixth. 


ARI VIGODA 
Contributing Writer 


All is not well for the 
Lexington High School golf 
team. A year full of high expec- 
tations and a team loaded 
with experience is now faced 
with the burden of having to 
win their next three match- 
es to qualify for the state tour- 
nament. A 2-1 start was quick- 
ly followed up with three 
straight losses. 

Five seniors occupy the 
eight positions on the team, 
and the responsibility to turn 
things around must now fall 
on the shoulders of tri-captains 
David Oberto, Tim Carlson, 
and myself. Golf is usually 
an individual sport. However, 
this is not the case at the high 
school level. It takes a strong 
effort from each golfer to gain 
enough points to win the 
match. "It's not like other 
sports when if you know that 
you're down, you can always 
throw a hail-mary or send in 
a pinch hitter. You have to 
play well the whole day and 


because you do not know 
how your other teammates 
are doing, you do not find 
out how the team has done 
until everyone has finished 
playing. By that time, it is 
too late to call for an on-side 
kick or pull the goalie." 


All is not well for 
the Lexington 
High School golf 
team. 


The golf team must now 
beat Woburn, Watertown, and 
Belmont to advance to the 
second season. It will be a 
tough comeback, but nothing 
is ever certain in the world of 
golf. Although the team's 
chances of making the tour- 
nament are against them, 
David Oberto, Ari Vigoda, 
and Tim Carlson will all trav- 
el to the Middlesex 
Tournament after the season 
has concluded. 


Girls’ Cross Country victorious at Melrose 


ELEANOR FINNEGAN 
Contributing Editor 


On Tuesday, September 29 the Lexington 
Girls' Cross Country team continued their win- 
ning ways, with a victory at Melrose. Despite 
strong winds, depleted numbers, and many 
hills the Lexington girls prevailed, finishing the 
meet with a score of 21 to 34 (Yes, the low score 


does win.) 


Coming in first and second, respectively, were 
the duo of Eleanor Finnegan and Emily Wanderer. 
Coming in third for Lexington was Deena "D- 
Cow" Mencow, who finished fourth overall. 
Following Mencow was a Melrose runner, and 
the next runners in for Lexington were Kate 


Shugert, Suzi Rutti, and Heather Knight. The 
girls survived the Billy Goat Hill, a hill so steep 


you need rock climbing gear to make it to the 
top, and managed to come away with anoth- 
er win, keeping their undefeated streak alive. 

The girls are anxiously awaiting their first 
home meet this Tuesday against Belmont and 
Wakefield. This will be their first real test, 
since Belmont has a strong nucleus of return- 


ing runners from their League Champ team of 


port. 


last year. Come out and support the girls on 
any October Tuesday. Meets are held at Lincoln 
Field by the baseball diamond. The cross coun- 
try girls show up to so many sporting and dra- 
ma events, that they deserve to have a little sup- 


Boys’ Cross Country 
prevails over league 


NICK ROETTER 
Contributing Editor 


To put it simply, this year's LHS boys cross coun- 
try team has been flat-out dominant in the Middlesex 
League. With a record of 8-0, the boys have just about 
assured that they are League champs. With that 
accomplished the men have bigger goals in mind: 
The States in Gardner November 21. The men start- 
ed their season off with a victory over nationally 
ranked powerhouse Watertown and have never 
looked back. This year's times on Lexington's home 
course have been some of the fastest in recent 
years. Ian Joseph(15:31) Nick Roetter(15:44) Max 
"Animal" Woolf(15:54) Mike "Grimace Mihovan(16:04) 
and Misha Horowitz(16:36) all turned in excellent 
times. These times were all run during Lexington's 
biggest victory, a tri-meet win over Woburn and pre- 
viously undefeated Stoneham. 

The running of Woolf was instrumental in the 
capturing of these victories. In ninth place with a 


mile to go, Woolf turned on the jets and blazed to 
a fourth place finish. Besides Joseph and Roetter, 
only five other runners in the league have beaten 
Woolf this season. His time was a personal best on 
Lexington's home course by 20 seconds. Horowitz, 
who did not run last year, has been a crucial part 
of this year's team. Horowitz is notorious for gut- 
ting it out during the team's hard work outs. With 
his time, Mihovan proved that he is League-All 
Star material. Mihovan is perhaps Lexington's most 
naturally talented runner. Other pleasant surpris- 
es have been Sophomore Alex Popkin and Freshman 
Phil Albright. Popkin has run exceptionally well for 
a first time runner. Albright, who moved to Lexington 
from Tennessee over the summer, has consistent- 
ly been the Minutemen's ninth runner. Junior Alex 
Pollen continues his animalistic behavior as well. 
The team's success thus far has can only be attrib- 
uted to the "True Animal": Mr. Glew. Glew has 
been the man who has shown the squad what it's 
really like to "put the hammer down." 


Football team wins, loses 


CHUCK HOWE 
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Cross Country Team Captain Max Woolf blazes by the competition. 


Associate Editor 


The Lexington football team met mixed 
success in the season’s first month, display- 
ing considerable talent and tenacity while 
fighting their way to a 2-2 record.. The 
Minutemen beat Concord-Carlisle and 
Watertown, but fell to league rivals Winchester 
and Reading. 

Lexington opened the 1998 season at 
Crumb Field on September 19, playing host 
to the Concord -Carlisle Patriots. Despite some 
significant personnel changes, the Minuteman 
offense looked like it had not missed a beat 
since last Thanksgiving’s dramatic victory 
over Burlington, punting just three times in 
the game, and only once in the first half. 
Running behind the blocks of massive tack- 
le Greg Smith and guard Sean Ormiston, 
Tommy “The Hawk” Bellini picked up 91 
yards and two touchdowns. Quarterback 
Brendan Sullivan was equally impressive, 


rushing for 37 crucial yards on just four car- 
Ties. 

Clearly, though, it was defense that won 
the game. In addition to recovering four Patriot 
fumbles, Lexington’s self-proclaimed “Hit 
Squad” was able to neutralize Concord- 
Carlisle’s 310 pound tackle, Jon Mackinon. 
Of the Syracuse-bound Mackinon, senior Joe 
DeMatteo said “I was entirely unimpressed. 
They should call him the Gentle Giant.”. 
To this charismatic cornerback Frank Josie 
added, “The fat guys are always slow.” 

The Hit Squad, however, showed signs of 
weakness against Winchester on the 26th. After 
returning Jake Thibeault’s bouncing kickoff 
to the 40 yardline, Winchester’s wing-T 
offense moved the ball 62 yards in 6 plays 
to gain an early 7-point lead. 

The Minutemen however, displaying 
characteristic courage, responded with a 
hard-fought 74 yard drive, culminating in a 
10 yard Neal “Axel” Foley touchdown run, 

The Sachems would eventually prove 
too powerful for Lexington though, scoring 


Pr 


with a 12 yard fumble return on the second 
half’s opening play, and later returning to the 
endzone on a 1 yard goal line plunge. 
Though the Minutemen would penetrate 
the opponent's 20 yard line on two more occa- 
sions, they would not score again. 

Fortunately, Lexington rediscovered its win- 
ning touch against a scrappy Watertown team 
on October 7. Though the Red Raiders jumped 
ahead to an early lead, Lexington, thanks 
to a 40-yard Ugi Ugwuomo reception, tied the 
score at 14 in the final moments of the first 
half. A Tom Bellini sixty yard third quarter 
touchdown scramble, made possible by the 
efforts of powerful linemen Greg Jean-Dennis 
and Ian Aucoin , put Lexington in the lead 
for good. Though this year’s Watertown team 
was unusually potent, the Minutemen, who 
won the game 21-14 expected more of them- 
selves. “We expected to score forty points 
against them, but we mad too many mental 
errors.” observed diminutive fullback Dave 
Santo. 

A week later Lexington faced to the 
Rockets, ranked 17 in the state by The Boston 


Seniors Kristin Hopwood and Sara Wiltshire contemplate their next Possession. 
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Globe. Its passing game rendered impo- 
tent by foul weather, Lexington’s offense was 
unable to gain momentum on the muddy field 
at Reading High. Thanks to the valiant efforts 
of a defense inspired by DeMatteo and soph- 
omore Adam Coffin, the Minutemen entered 
the third quarter down by just a point. 
Mistakes, however, proved crucial once again, 
as the Rockets capitalized on a botched 
Lexington punt to put the game out of reach. 
Though the teams seemed evenly matched 
for most of the game, the final score was 
21-6 in favor of the Rockets. 

Despite the mixed results of the season’s 
early efforts, the Minutemen expect increased 
success in the remainder against a Middlesex 
League that Head Coach Bill Tighe described 
as “absolutely torrid”. In addition to an unex- 
pectedly potent Melrose team, the Minutemen 
will also face Belmont and Wakefield, currently 
ranked numbers six and nine in the state respec- 
tively. Though a league title may be unat- 
tainable, the Minutemen and cornerback 
Bing “Kenny” Wu promise to, at least, “Knock 
some heads” and make their presence known. 


Field Hockey getting into true form 


JEREMY ZANGARA 
Sports Editor 


The Lexington High School Field Hockey 
Team began the season with high hopes and 
aspirations. They began the season with two 
wins in their first three games, tying the 
middle game with Watertown. However, the 
team lacked offensive firepower, unable to score 
goals, but still playing strong defense. Yet 
the offense began to mold together, scoring 
four goals in one of their latest wins against 
Woburn. Suzanne Muccioli led the offense with 
two goals and Wendy Bonner and Jenna Busa 
each scored one, Since that win, the team has 
beaten Wakefield 3 - 0 and they also shutout 
Stoneham, Burlington, and Winchester to 
improve their record to 8 - 1- 1. 

The beginning struggles for the team can 
be attributed to the loss of some strong sen- 
iors last year. However, the team has found 
a niche with each other, playing well as one 
unit. "We've really improved from the begin- 
ning of the year," said tri-captain Adriana 
Schick, one of the leaders of Lexington's 
strong defense. We should definitely make the 
tournament and hopefully we will make 
something happen when we get there. We're 


a good team and playing well at the moment." 
Sophomore goalie Jillian Savoy has also been 
one of the main reasons for Lexington's dom- 
inance on defense. She's recorded five shutouts 
so far, turning away most of the shots that 
come her way. 

The turnaround of the Lexington offense 
can be attributed to many things. One rea- 
son for their newfound success is the play of 
Sara Wiltshire. Sara has played well for the 
Minutemen all season long. She scored the 
only goal in Lexington's 1 - 0 triumph over 
Belmont, and the only goal in the win against 
Winchester. "We're beginning to play bet- 
ter," she said. "Hopefully we'll continue to work 
hard and improve as the season moves along." 
The team still has plenty of time to gear up 
for the stretch run of the season, with just about 
ten games left to play. They also have anoth- 
er meeting with Melrose, the only team to beat 
them this season. They look strong, and their 
hard work and dedication will keep them 
atop the Middlesex Leagues for the entire 
season, and will give them a good chance of 
advancing far into the state tournament. 


